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August  Meet i ng 
 

2 x  4 Cont est  – What  can  YOU Bui ld wi t h  a 2 x  4?  
Mem ber  Cont est  and Di scussi on  

 

When:  Wednesday, August  18, 2004         Time:  7:00 p.m. 
  

Where:  Environmental Management Inst itu te, Inc, Train ing Room. 
 5610 Crawfordsvil le Rd., Su ite 15, Speedway  (See page 6 for  a map) 
 

Just  what can you  do with a plain old construct ion grade 2 x 4 eight  feet  long?  The 
construct ion industry uses it  for  framing - where it  is h idden away from site as it  
serves its pu rpose.  Most  of us “real” woodworkers despise th is lumber as infer ior .  Bu t  
maybe it  is, as they say abou t weeds, a flower ou t  of place.  After  all, th is is a piece of 
wood and all wood has some inherent  beau ty that  is just  wait ing for  us, the 
woodworker , to br ing it  ou t .  So, can you  look  at  a 2 x 4 and get  past  your  biases and 
see something beaut ifu l in  there for  the woodworker  in  you  to br ing ou t?  If you  
succeed in moving past  your  biases, then br ing your  2 x 4 project  or  projects to the 
August  meet ing and share it  with your  fel low members and t ry for  some great  pr izes in  
our  contest  at  the same t ime.   
 
Just  how will we judge th is contest?  Your  fellow 
members will be the judges.  Each member in 
at tendance will have one vote token that  they can 
place in the container  in  front  of the project  that  
they th ink  is best .   
 
So pu t  on your  design cap, visit  the nearest  lumber 
yard to get  your  2 x 4, leave your biases in the 
backyard, and then head to your  shop to create.   
              See Page 2 for  contest  ru les.   
 

Special thanks for American Sycamore Woodworkers’ Retreat of Cloverdale, Indiana for 
donation of a $500 scholarship as f irst prize. 

OOFFFFII CCEERRSS  
PPrr eessii ddeenn tt ::     TToomm   MMeeeekk eerr ,,   55 77 88 --88 33 00 00 ..   
  pp rr eessii ddeenn tt @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   
  

VVii ccee--PPrr eessii ddeenn tt ::     DDaavv ee  GGoooott eeee,,   88 66 22 --99 00 44 66 ..   
  vv ii cceepprr eessii ddeenn tt @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   
  

SSeeccrr eett aarr yy ::     NNaann   SScchh uu ll tt ee,,   88 99 99 --00 33 55 88 ..   
  sseeccrr eett aarr yy @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   
  

TTrr eeaassuu rr eerr ::     BBoobb  SShh aaww,,   88 44 99 --55 22 22 33 ..   
  tt rr eeaassuu rr eerr @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   

August 2004 Newsletter  
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2 x  4 Con t est  Rules 
1. Contest  is open to members of Home 

Craftsmen Forum. 
2. You  can submit  mu lt iple entr ies. 
3. Project  must  be made from one stud 

grade 2” x 4” x 8’ (pine, fir , etc.) 
su r faced to 1 ½” x 3 ½” (no buying 
larger  and cu t t ing down to the 2 x 4 
size).   

4. All wooden pieces for  the project  
must  come from the same 2” x 4” x 
8” piece.  (No mak ing approximately 
the same board feet  from mu lt iple 
2x4s.) 

5. Any fasteners, hardware, glue, 
fin ish, wood fi l ler , etc commonly 
used in woodwork ing may be used 
on the project  bu t  no addit ional 
wood or  psuedo-wood of any k ind 
may be added to the project .  
Examples:  no plywood, veneers, 
plast ic laminates made to look  like 
wood, etc. 

6. Other  mater ials besides wood may be 
incorporated in the project  provided 
they are a minor  component and do 
not  violate ru le 5.  Examples:  glass, 
cloth, felt , etc. 

7. Each par t icipant  wil l have up to 8 
minu tes to talk  abou t their  project  
submission and its design, 
construct ion, etc., before the 
judging. 

8. Judging will be by HCF membership 
vote.  Each member in good standing 
in at tendance at  the August  18, 
2004 meet ing will be issued one vote 
token.  After  the par t icipant  talks are 
completed, the membership will have 
20 minu tes to examine the projects 
and talk  to the par t icipants before 
the votes are counted.  Vot ing will be 
by placing your  vote token in the 
container  in  front  of the project  that  
you  are vot ing for .     

 

- 2 x  4 Con t est  Pr i zes - 
First  Pr ize:  $500 scholarship to  

Amer ican Sycamore Woodworkers 
Retreat  

Second Pr ize: $75   
Other  Pr izes supplied by our  Sponsors 
Category pr ize: $50 from Stone Belt  
Arc for  best  use of a roto-h inge in a 
project . 

Amer i can  Sycamor e Woodw or k er s 
Ret r ea t  

Wi nner  Woodw or k i ng 
Woods Wor k  

Th e Door  St or e 
Fr ank  Mi l l er  Lumber  

Bosch  Pow er  Tool s 
Rock l er  Woodw or k l i ng and  Har dw ar e 

***  
Mem ber  News 
Last  months meet ing at  the Amer ican 
Sycamore Woodworkers’ Retreat  was 
at tended by 24 members and 11 guests. 

* **  
Treasurer ’s Repor t  - Bob Shaw 
Cash in  Bank , 6/ 21/ 04 $3,202.78 
Inflows 
Meeting Collect ion $143.00 
Ou tflows 
Incorporat ion Expense $(30.00) 
Picnic Expenses (net) 20.00 
Meeting Expense (213.02) 
Newsletter (129.02) 
Speakers       (150.00) 
Net In flow $(359.04) 
Cash  i n  Bank , 7/ 27/ 04  $2,843.74 

***  
Club Business 
A Missing Opportunity – It  is with great 
sadness that  we repor t  that  WoodWorks 
will not  be coming to Indianapolis th is 
year  with their  woodwork ing show.  
Therefore, the reproduct ion of one of 
ou r  Toy Shops that  was to occur  th is 
fall at  the show as a fund raiser  and 

Be su re to support  ou r pr ize 
Sponsors: 
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community awareness raiser  for  ou r  
club will not  occur .  If you  get  an 
oppor tunity, plan to at tend one of the 
other  WoodWorks shows.  See their  
website 
ht tp:/ / www.woodworks2003.com/  for  
more informat ion 

***  
Com m i t t ee Meet i ngs &  News 
Executive Committee 
The Execu t ive Commit tee will meet 
August  4 at  7:00 at  Tom Meeker ’s 
house.   
Toy Project Committee  
All the “elves” at Don Melloy’s shop have 
been busy. They have recent ly placed 
20 sets of dominoes in the Carmel 
storage locker . They are cu rrent ly in  the 
process of bu ilding 150 of the “table 
saw vehicles” that  they made last  year . 
There are 143 “shop” days left  unt il 
Chr istmas. How are your  projects 
going? Please send any updates you ’d 
l ike to see in the Newslet ter  to me @ 
newslet tereditor@homecraftsmenforum.
com. 

***  
Toy  Shop Host s 
Sam Phillips, 317-881-3001, South, Tuesday 
night 
Dick Brown, 317-546-3991, Northeast, Tuesday 
night 
Don Melloy, 317-849-3222, North, Tuesday 
morning 
Norm Cunningham, 317-856-5957, Southwest, 
Wednesday morning 
New Toy Shops Starting. Contact these 
members to help organize new shops: 
Gary Lucas, 317-634-4010 
Dennis Maddox, 317-773-6794 
Ron Stubbert, 317-889-5082 

***  
Vi deo Tape Li brary  
The videotape library is available at  all  
meet ings. This is a free service to 
members. You  are encouraged to make 
use of th is valuable service.  Please 
retu rn videotapes at  the next  month©s 

meet ing.  This allows others to enjoy 
th is service too.  
A complete l ist  of videotape t it les is 
available on our  website.  A pr inted 
catalogue is available for  review at  each 
meet ing. 
Do you  have videos that  wou ld be usefu l 
for  the library? . . . . . Let  us know.  
If you  have quest ions abou t the video 
library, contact  Bob Becker ich at  253-
8771. 

***  
Woods-Work s Inc. i s m oving and 
growing. 
The lit t le woodwork ing store on 
Washington Street  is growing and 
moving to a new locat ion.  The new 
address is 9509 E. Washington St , 
Indianapolis.  Sou th side of the road 
r ight  next  door  to Car  Rx.  The official 
new locat ion open date is August  2.  
Recent ly, your  secretary had a first 
hand preview of the new facil ity and a 
chance to learn abou t where Woods-
Work  is going with their  move.  The 
store display space will be three t imes 
bigger .  And it  is very l ight  and airy with 
lots of windows - although I had rather  
got ten accustomed to, and begun to feel 
comfor table with, the old store’s cave-
like feel with inventory stacked 
everywhere.  There will be a separate 
shop area that  wil l be used for  classes 
and demonstrat ions with the 
centerpiece being a One-Way lathe.  The 
select ion of larger  floor  model 
equ ipment is being expanded – both  
what is displayed on the sales floor and 
the amount kept  in  inventory.  And the 
new shipment of veneer  that  was being 
unpacked while I was there was a th ing 
of beau ty.  I was impressed and I hope 
you  will be, too, when you  visit .  The 
same staff wil l be at  the new store to 
help you ; Br ian, Bil l, Debbie, Michael, 
Steven and Joe.  As always, showing 
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your  HCF membership card will get  you 
a 10% discount – some items excluded. 
 

* **  
The Club’s “ Special  Thank s t o You”  
Amer ican Sycamore Woodworkers’ 
Retreat  – for  use of their  facil ity to hold 
our  Ju ly meet ing.  For  arranging with  
Don Weber to give our  Ju ly program.  
For  donat ing the $500 scholarship first  
pr ize award for  the 2 x 4 contest .  
Thank  you  Mike, Dana, and Rick .   

* **  
Shows and Special  Even t s 
Coming in September to the Woodcraft 
Store of Indianapolis  
- Th e Fu l l  Moon Sa l oon  –  
OK, now that  I have your  at tent ion with 
that  t it le, here is the scoop.  An 
incredible piece of carving will be on 
display at  Woodcraft  for  the month of 
September.  The t it le of the piece is The 
Fu ll Moon Saloon and it  is a 
collaborat ive scene carved by members 
of the Car icatu re Carvers of Amer ica.   

 
The concept of the Fu ll Moon Saloon 
began dur ing a “whit t l ing” vacat ion, 
when several carvers began adding 
unflat ter ing accessor ies to one another ’s 
carvings. The group carving idea was 
then born.  Twenty-one different 
woodcarvers from around the USA 

par t icipated in its creat ion and later 
wrote a h ighly successfu l book  abou t 
the project .  The scu lptu re is now 
owned by Woodcraft  Supply Co and it  is 
tou r ing the US.  The Indianapolis stop 
on the circu it  is for  September 2004.  
The four  feet  wide, two feet  deep, and 
two feet  tall western bar  room scene can 
be viewed at  Woodcraft  du r ing their  
normal business hours.  You  can learn  
more abou t the Car icatu re Carvers of 
Amer ica by visit ing their  website 
www.cca-carvers.org.  You  can learn 
abou t the scu lptu re t raveling across the 
US at  www.woodcraft .com.  Click  on the 
site map icon on the left  tool bar .  On 
the site map, look under  stores and 
click  on Fu ll Moon Saloon.  The 
Woodcraft  Store is located at  7330 East  
86 th Street , Indianapolis, 317-578-3400.   

***  
Design  i n  Wood Exh ibi t i on  – submitted 
by Nan Schulte 
Fine Woodwork ing descr ibes it  as the 
biggest  and best  woodwork ing 
exhibit ion in the country.  And having 
now at tended it , I can say that  I agree.  
I planned my Californ ia vacat ion th is 
year  to coincide with th is exhibit ion in 
San Diego.  It  is pu t  on as a 
collaborat ive effor t  between the San 
Diego County Fair  and the San Diego 
Fine Woodworkers Associat ion.  The 
exhibit ion runs from mid-June through 
Ju ly 4 th each year .   
This year , there were 354 entr ies in 21 
classes and I’m cer tain ly glad that  I did 
not  have to judge them.  I wou ldn’t  have 
been able to decide.  I star ted my visit  
with a stop at  the desk  and found ou t 
that  the only gu ided tour  of the whole 
show was abou t to star t  and I cou ld join 
it .  Great .  Our  gu ide opened up 
cabinets for  us, took  ou t  drawers to let  
us see close ups of joinery, and told us 
abou t the woodworkers that  had 
submit ted the pieces.  If you wou ld l ike 
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to see some of the pieces from th is 
exhibit ion, go to www.sdfwa.org.  Click  
on the “Design in Wood” icon.  Then 
click  on the line that  reads ‘pictu res 
from the exhibit ions’ and select  a year 
to look  through.   
As if my brain wasn’t  over fi l led with 
woodwork ing inpu t  from the exhibit ion, 
the bu ilding next  door  at  the fair  houses 
an exhibit  of student works from the 
local college and high school’s wood ar ts 
programs.  Abou t another  1000 pieces 
fi l led that  area.   
I was inspired and also humbled.  My 
sk il ls have so far  to go to become what I 
saw that  day.  With luck , the inspired 
par t  wil l serve me well in  my shop.   

* **  
Last  Mont h ’s Meet i ng Sum m ary  
J uly  23, 2004 
In a change of pace for  locat ions to 
meet, HCF met at  Amer ican Sycamore 
Woodworkers’ Retreat  in  Cloverdale on a 
Fr iday n ight .  The meet ing star ted with 
a picnic featu r ing Dave Gootee at  the 
gr il l  prepar ing hot  dogs and brats.  After 
dinner , abou t 30 HCF members moved 
to the workshop area to hear  a talk  by 
Don Weber.  Don is a woodworker  from 
Wales by way of Paint  Lick , Kentucky.  
He specializes in mak ing Welsh st ick  
style chairs using tradit ional tools and 
joinery techniques.  Don’s talk  featu red 
bits of h istory of h is l ife (he just  
celebrated h is 60 th year) and the h istory 
of tools and woodwork ing.  Don covered 
such topics as matching the structu ral 
featu res of cer tain woods for  their  use 
in the arms and seats of chairs, how to 
proper ly sharpen tools, annealing 
metals, carving a seat  with an adze as 
opposed to a scorp, three different 
heads for  shaving horses (and how to 
use each one), and ended with a 
demonstrat ion of steam bending a 1 ½ 
inch by 1 1/ 8 inch x 58 inch long piece 
of white oak  along the 1 ½” th ickness.  

The piece bent withou t  a crack  or  
splin ter  and the successfu l bend was 
greeted by a round of applause.  We all 
learned something, were well fed, and 
left  with a smile on our  faces.   
NOTE:  A usefu l h int  for  tu rners that  
Don delivered was to cover  the concrete 
floor  around your  lathe with a layer  of 
plywood.  That  way, when a tool falls to 
the floor , you  won’t  have to spend t ime 
at  the gr inder  repair ing the edge before 
you  go back  to tu rn ing.   
If you wou ld l ike to learn more abou t 
Don, h is chairmak ing, and classes he 
offers, visit  his website at 
www.handcraf t woodwork s.com .  
 
Som et h i ng i n  Com m on – submit ted by 
Jer ry Sowers 
I’ve been doing a lot  of “research” in to 
the websites and, in  par t icu lar , the 
newslet ters of other  wood work ing 
clubs. And I have to say ours ranks 
r ight  up there with the best  of them! 
Our membership fee of $20 is among 
the lowest ; most  are $25-30. Many 
clubs only offer  the newslet ter  bi-
monthly or  10 t imes a year . A few even 
less. Some are only 2 pages and are 
chock  fu ll of ads. One or  two, however, 
make me green with envy. That  is what 
I have str ived to br ing to you  – a 
newslet ter  that  is tops in its class. OK, 
second only to what Nan did. Bu t , with 
rare except ion, I have not iced one 
common thread among the clubs: 
par t icipat ion (or  lack  thereof). The 
following is a quote from the president  
of a club in Ar izona who “asked for  
more par t icipat ion by all members in 
(the clubs) commit tees and workshops” 
and said “the same ten or  twelve people 
have been support ing the ent ire 
organizat ion.” I know we’ve had a lot  of 
important  club business th is year  to 
deal with and that  has taken a 
substant ial amount of ou r  meet ing t ime.  
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I th ink  I had the most fun at  ou r  first  
meet ing at  the “barn”. Gett ing to see all 
the wonderfu l projects members made 
and get t ing to hear  them tell a l it t le 
something abou t it  was great . We need 
to figu re a way to get  members to step 
up and be involved. How abou t these 
ideas: a monthly “show and tell” 
(projects, j igs, stains, fin ishes, etc.); a 
member profi le in  the newslet ter , a 
president ’s challenge (our president , not  
“W”). If you  have something, a project  or  
an idea, that  you ’d l ike to share, please 
contact  someone on the execu t ive 
commit tee and volunteer  to help get  it  

organized. This is ou r  club and only we 
can make it  bet ter . (Note: stay tuned 
next  month for  my thoughts on those 
‘rare except ions’ that  made me envious. 
 
 
 
Jerry Sowers 
Newsletter Editor 
newslet tereditor@homecraftsmenforum.com 
 
Nan Schulte 
Secretary 
secretary@homecraftsmenforum.com 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER IS AUGUST 21. 

 
 
Map t o t he Meet i ng 
 
5610 Crawfordsvil le Rd, Su ite #15, 
Speedway 
Environmental Management Inst itu te 
(abou t 1 mile west  of the Indianapolis 
Motor  Speedway, across from the Pizza 
Hu t on the corner  of Crawfordsvil le 
Road and 22nd Street) 
Need more detailed direct ions, go to 
www.envt lmgmt.org and click  on “Maps 
to the Inst itu te.” 
 
 
 

Home Craftsmen Forum Web Page:  www.homecraftsmenforum.com 
You can contact  ou r  webmaster , Bil l Jones, at  webmaster@homecraftsmenforum.com  

  
  

HH oomm ee  CCrr aaff tt ssmm eenn   FFoorr uu mm ����������������
A membership organization having as it sole object the presentation of educational programs 

and demonstrations of machines, tools, and processes adaptable for use in the home workshop. 
 

 


