August 2004 Newsletter

OFFICERS
President: Tom Meeker, 578-8300.
president@homecraftsmenforum.com

Vice-President: Dave Gootee, 862-9046.
vicepresident@homecraftsmenforum.com

Secretary: Nan Schulte, 899-0358.
secretary@omecraftsmenforum.com

Treasurer: Bob Shaw, 849-5223.
treasurer@homecraftsmenforum.com

August Meeting

2 X 4 Contest —What can YOU Build with a2 x 4?
Member Contest and Discussion

When: Wednesday, August 18, 2004 Time: 7:00 p.m.

Where: Environmental Management Institute, Inc, Training Room.
5610 Crawfordsville Rd., Suite 15, Speedway (See page 6 for a map)

Just what can you do with a plain old construction grade 2 x 4 eight feet long? The
construction industry uses it for framing - where it is hidden away from site as it
serves its purpose. Most of us “real” woodworkers despise this lumber as inferior. But
maybe it is, as they say about weeds, a flower out of place. After all, this is a piece of
wood and all wood has some inherent beauty that is just waiting for us, the
woodworker, to bring it out. So, can you look at a 2 x 4 and get past your biases and
see something beautiful in there for the woodworker in you to bring out? If you
succeed in moving past your biases, then bring your 2 x 4 project or projects to the
August meeting and share it with your fellow members and try for some great prizes in
our contest at the same time.

Just how will we judge this contest? Your fellow
members will be the judges. Each member in
attendance will have one vote token that they can
place in the container in front of the project that
they think is best.

So put on your design cap, visit the nearest lumber

yard to get your 2 x 4, leave your biases in the

backyard, and then head to your shop to create.
See Page 2 for contest rules.

Special thanks for American Sycamore Woodworkers’ Retreat of Cloverdale, Indiana for
donation of a $500 scholarship as first prize.
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2 x 4 Contest Rules

1. Contest is open to members of Home
Craftsmen Forum.

2. You can submit multiple entries.

3. Project must be made from one stud
grade 2” x 4” x 8’ (pine, fir, etc.)
surfaced to 1 %2” x 3 %2” (no buying
larger and cutting down tothe2 x 4
size).

4. All wooden pieces for the project
must come from the same 2” x 4” x
8” piece. (No making approximately
the same board feet from multiple
2x4s.)

5. Any fasteners, hardware, glue,
finish, wood filler, etc commonly
used in woodworking may be used
on the project but no additional
wood or psuedo-wood of any kind
may be added to the project.
Examples: no plywood, veneers,
plastic laminates made to look like
wood, etc.

6. Other materials besides wood may be
incorporated in the project provided
they are a minor component and do
not violate rule 5. Examples: glass,
cloth, felt, etc.

7. Each participant will have up to 8
minutes to talk about their project
submission and its design,
construction, etc., before the
judging.

8. Judging will be by HCF membership
vote. Each member in good standing
in attendance at the August 18,
2004 meeting will be issued one vote
token. After the participant talks are
completed, the membership will have
20 minutes to examine the projects
and talk to the participants before
the votes are counted. Voting will be
by placing your vote token in the
container in front of the project that
you are voting for.

-2 x 4 Contest Prizes -
First Prize: $500 scholarship to
American Sycamore Woodworkers

Retreat

Second Prize: $75

Other Prizes supplied by our Sponsors

Category prize:  $50 from Stone Belt

Arc for best use of aroto-hingein a

project.

Be sure to support our prize
Sponsors:

American Sycamore Woodworkers
Retreat
Winner Woodworking
Woods Work
The Door Store
Frank Miller Lumber
Bosch Power Tools
Rockler Woodworkling and Hardware
* k%

Member News
Last months meeting at the American
Sycamore Woodworkers’ Retreat was
attended by 24 members and 11 guests.

*k*

Treasurer's Report - Bob Shaw

Cash in Bank, 6/ 21/ 04 $3,202.78
Inflows

Meeting Collection $143.00
Outflows

Incorporation Expense $(30.00)
Picnic Expenses (net) 20.00
Meeting Expense (213.02)
Newsletter (129.02)
Speakers (150.00)
Net Inflow $(359.04)
Cash in Bank, 7/27/04 $2,843.74

*k*

Club Business

A Missing Opportunity — It is with great
sadness that we report that WoodWorks
will not be coming to Indianapolis this
year with their woodworking show.
Therefore, the reproduction of one of
our Toy Shops that was to occur this
fall at the show as a fund raiser and
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community awareness raiser for our
club will not occur. If you get an
opportunity, plan to attend one of the
other WoodWorks shows. See their
website

http:/ / www.woodworks2003.com/  for
more information

*k*

Committee Meetings & News

Executive Committee

The Executive Committee will meet
August 4 at 7:00 at Tom Meeker’s
house.

Toy Project Committee

All the “elves” at Don Melloy’s shop have
been busy. They have recently placed
20 sets of dominoes in the Carmel
storage locker. They are currently in the
process of building 150 of the “table
saw vehicles” that they made last year.
There are 143 “shop” days left until
Christmas. How are your projects
going? Please send any updates you'd
like to see in the Newsletter to me @
newslettereditor @ omecraftsmenforum.
com.

*k*

Toy Shop Hosts

Sam Phillips, 317-881-3001, South, Tuesday
night

Dick Brown, 317-546-3991, Northeast, Tuesday
night

Don Melloy, 317-849-3222, North, Tuesday
morning

Norm Cunningham, 317-856-5957, Southwest,
Wednesday morning

New Toy Shops Starting. Contact these
members to help organize new shops:
Gary Lucas, 317-634-4010

Dennis Maddox, 317-773-6794

Ron Stubbert, 317-889-5082

*k*

Video Tape Library

The videotape library is available at all
meetings. This is a free service to
members. You are encouraged to make
use of this valuable service. Please
return videotapes at the next month®

meeting. This allows others to enjoy
this service too.

A complete list of videotape titles is
available on our website. A printed
catalogue is available for review at each

meeting.
Do you have videos that would be useful
for the library? ... .. Let us know.

If you have questions about the video
library, contact Bob Beckerich at 253-
8771.

* %%
Woods-Works Inc. is moving and
growing.
The little woodworking store on
Washington Street is growing and
moving to a new location. The new
address is 9509 E. Washington St,
Indianapolis. South side of the road
right next door to Car Rx. The official
new location open date is August 2.
Recently, your secretary had a first
hand preview of the new facility and a
chance to learn about where Woods-
Work is going with their move. The
store display space will be three times
bigger. And it is very light and airy with
lots of windows - although | had rather
gotten accustomed to, and begun to feel
comfortable with, the old store’'s cave-
like feel with inventory stacked
everywhere. There will be a separate
shop area that will be used for classes
and demonstrations with the
centerpiece being a One-Way lathe. The
selection of larger floor model
equipment is being expanded - both
what is displayed on the sales floor and
the amount kept in inventory. And the
new shipment of veneer that was being
unpacked while | was there was a thing
of beauty. | was impressed and | hope
you will be, too, when you visit. The
same staff will be at the new store to
help you; Brian, Bill, Debbie, Michael,
Steven and Joe. As always, showing
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your HCF membership card will get you
a 10% discount —some items excluded.

*k*

The Club’s “Special Thanks to You”
American Sycamore  Woodworkers’
Retreat — for use of their facility to hold
our July meeting. For arranging with
Don Weber to give our July program.
For donating the $500 scholarship first
prize award for the 2 x 4 contest.
Thank you Mike, Dana, and Rick.

*k*

Shows and Special Events

Coming in September to the Woodcraft
Store of Indianapolis

- The Full Moon Saloon -

OK, now that | have your attention with
that title, here is the scoop. An
incredible piece of carving will be on
display at Woodcraft for the month of
September. The title of the piece is The
Full Moon Saloon and it is a
collaborative scene carved by members
of the Caricature Carvers of America.

The concept of the Full Moon Saloon
began during a “whittling” vacation,
when several carvers began adding
unflattering accessories to one another’s
carvings. The group carving idea was
then born. Twenty-one different
woodcarvers from around the USA

participated in its creation and later
wrote a highly successful book about
the project. The sculpture is now
owned by Woodcraft Supply Co and it is
touring the US. The Indianapolis stop
on the circuit is for September 2004.
The four feet wide, two feet deep, and
two feet tall western bar room scene can
be viewed at Woodcraft during their
normal business hours. You can learn
more about the Caricature Carvers of
America by visiting their website
www.cca-carvers.orqg. You can learn
about the sculpture traveling across the
US at www.woodcraft.com. Click on the
site map icon on the left tool bar. On
the site map, look under stores and
click on Full Moon Saloon. The
Woodcraft Store is located at 7330 East
86t Street, Indianapolis, 317-578-3400.

*k*

Design in Wood Exhibition — submitted
by Nan Schulte

Fine Woodworking describes it as the
biggest and best woodworking
exhibition in the country. And having
now attended it, | can say that | agree.
| planned my California vacation this
year to coincide with this exhibition in
San Diego. It Is put on as a
collaborative effort between the San
Diego County Fair and the San Diego
Fine Woodworkers Association. The
exhibition runs from mid-June through
July 4th each year.

This year, there were 354 entries in 21
classes and I'm certainly glad that | did
not have to judge them. | wouldn’t have
been able to decide. | started my visit
with a stop at the desk and found out
that the only guided tour of the whole
show was about to start and | could join
it. Great. Our guide opened up
cabinets for us, took out drawers to let
us see close ups of joinery, and told us
about the woodworkers that had
submitted the pieces. If you would like
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to see some of the pieces from this
exhibition, go to www.sdfwa.org. Click
on the “Design in Wood” icon. Then
click on the line that reads ‘pictures
from the exhibitions’ and select a year
to look through.

As if my brain wasn’t overfilled with
woodworking input from the exhibition,
the building next door at the fair houses
an exhibit of student works from the
local college and high school’s wood arts
programs. About another 1000 pieces
filled that area.

| was inspired and also humbled. My
skills have so far to go to become what |
saw that day. With luck, the inspired
part will serve me well in my shop.

*k*

Last Month’s Meeting Summary

July 23, 2004

In a change of pace for locations to
meet, HCF met at American Sycamore
Woodworkers’ Retreat in Cloverdale on a
Friday night. The meeting started with
a picnic featuring Dave Gootee at the
grill preparing hot dogs and brats. After
dinner, about 30 HCF members moved
to the workshop area to hear a talk by
Don Weber. Don is a woodworker from
Wales by way of Paint Lick, Kentucky.
He specializes in making Welsh stick
style chairs using traditional tools and
joinery techniques. Don’s talk featured
bits of history of his life (he just
celebrated his 60th year) and the history
of tools and woodworking. Don covered
such topics as matching the structural
features of certain woods for their use
in the arms and seats of chairs, how to
properly sharpen tools, annealing
metals, carving a seat with an adze as
opposed to a scorp, three different
heads for shaving horses (and how to
use each one), and ended with a
demonstration of steam bending a 1 %
inch by 1 1/8 inch x 58 inch long piece
of white oak along the 1 %2” thickness.

The piece bent without a crack or
splinter and the successful bend was
greeted by a round of applause. We all
learned something, were well fed, and
left with a smile on our faces.

NOTE: A useful hint for turners that
Don delivered was to cover the concrete
floor around your lathe with a layer of
plywood. That way, when a tool falls to
the floor, you won’t have to spend time
at the grinder repairing the edge before
you go back to turning.

If you would like to learn more about
Don, his chairmaking, and classes he
offers, visit his website at
www.handcraftwoodworks.com.

Something in Common — submitted by
Jerry Sowers

I've been doing a lot of “research” into
the websites and, in particular, the
newsletters of other wood working
clubs. And | have to say ours ranks
right up there with the best of them!
Our membership fee of $20 is among
the lowest; most are $25-30. Many
clubs only offer the newsletter bi-
monthly or 10 times a year. A few even
less. Some are only 2 pages and are
chock full of ads. One or two, however,
make me green with envy. That is what
| have strived to bring to you - a
newsletter that is tops in its class. OK,
second only to what Nan did. But, with
rare exception, | have noticed one
common thread among the clubs:
participation (or lack thereof). The
following is a quote from the president
of a club in Arizona who *“asked for
more participation by all members in
(the clubs) committees and workshops”
and said “the same ten or twelve people
have been supporting the entire
organization.” | know we've had a lot of
important club business this year to
deal with and that has taken a
substantial amount of our meeting time.
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| think | had the most fun at our first
meeting at the “barn”. Getting to see all
the wonderful projects members made
and getting to hear them tell a little
something about it was great. We need
to figure a way to get members to step
up and be involved. How about these
ideas: a monthly “show and tell”
(projects, jigs, stains, finishes, etc.); a
member profile in the newsletter, a
president’s challenge (our president, not
“W"). If you have something, a project or
an idea, that you'd like to share, please
contact someone on the executive
committee and volunteer to help get it

organized. This is our club and only we
can make it better. (Note: stay tuned
next month for my thoughts on those
‘rare exceptions’ that made me envious.

Jerry Sowers
Newsletter Editor
newslettereditor@homecraftsmenforum.com

Nan Schulte
Secretary
secretary@homecraftsmenforum.com

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER IS AUGUST 21.

Map to the Meeting

5610 Crawfordsville Rd, Suite #15,
Speedway

Environmental Management Institute
(about 1 mile west of the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, across from the Pizza
Hut on the corner of Crawfordsville
Road and 22nd Street)

Need more detailed directions, go to
www.envtimgmt.org and click on “Maps
to the Institute.”

Home Craftsmen Forum Web Page: www.homecraftsmenforum.com
You can contact our webmaster, Bill Jones, at webmaster@homecraftsmenforum.com

Home Craftsmen Forum
A membership organization having as it sole object the presentation of educational programs
and demonstrations of machines, tools, and processes adaptable for use in the home workshop.
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