December 2004 Newsletter

OFFICERS
President: Tom Meeker, 578-8300.
president@homecraftsmenforum.com

Vice-President: Bill Dickinson, 326-4539.
vicepresident@homecraftsmenforum.com

Secretary:

Treasurer: Bob Shaw, 849-5223.
treasurer@homecraftsmenforum.com

December Meeting

Norton Abrasives

Presented by
Andy Watson of Norton Abrasives

When: Wednesday, December 15, 2004 Time: 7:00 p.m.

Where: Center for Agricultural Science and Heritage
1201 E. 38t Street, Indianapolis, IN 2nd floor meeting room
(See Page 5 for Map and directions.)

For over 110 years, Norton has provided the innovative products and solutions for people who use
abrasives. Whether you're sanding a piece of furniture, finishing a turbine blade or a dlicing a
semiconductor component, if your using abrasives, Norton has provided the abrasive products and know-
how for their customers to get the job done. Andy Watson spent 6 months training at Norton Abrasives©
North American headquarters in Worcester, MA. The training consisted of an in-depth focus, both
technical and application based, of coated, bonded, and superabrasives. He spent the following 3-1/2
years as Sales Supervisor of an industrial sales territory in Southeastern PA. Andy’s market focus there
was foundry and kitchen cabinet manufacturing. Andy was transferred in April 2004 to the Midwest Do
It Yourself/Contractor sales territory. In his current position Andy covers woodworking, hardware, floor
sanding, and paint for the states of Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana. Come to our December meeting and
learn about abrasives and their place in woodworking. In particular learn about Norton Abrasives and
their benefits for your next woodworking project.
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President’s Letter

Organizational Meeting Notice:
Volunteers Needed for Woodworking Show
Booth Set Up

The Woodworking Show is coming up in
January and we need to start planning for
it. We would like to have a booth that
represents the Home Craftsmen Forum and
one that will attract new members. This
requires a team effort. Bill Jones planned
and set up the Gift and Hobby show booth
practically by himself. Bill did a great job,
but one of the lessons learned was that one
person can not do the job by himself. We
need a team of HCF members to do the
planning and set up the booth. | would like
to have 5 or 6 members volunteer to help
with this booth. We also need members to
bring in projects that can be displayed in
the booth. If you would like to help, come to
an organizational meeting at 6:30 before
the regular HCF meeting on December 15.

Tom Meeker
President

*k*

Treasurer’'s Report - Bob Shaw

Cash in Bank, 10/ 31/ 04 $2,535.25
Inflows

Dues — Renewals $295.00
Donations * 66.91
Outflows

Meeting Expense $(81.00)
Office Supplies (38.46)
Toy Project (32.86)
Net Inflow $209.59
Cash in Bank, 11/21/03 $2,744.84

* Christmas Gift & Hobby Show

*k*

Club Business

Committee Meetings & News
Program Committee

HCF s Second Annual
The*Joy of aToy” Contest

Designn a TOY using the materials
commonly used in our Toy Project and have
it be a featured toy for production in the
2005 HCF Toy Project. Along the way, win
great prizes for your designs. The toys are
for girls and/ or boys in the age range of 1
year to 18 years old.

Gladden a child’s heart, spread some joy,
release your creativity - - MAKE A TOY.

To enter, follow the guidelines listed below and
bring your toy (or toys) to the January meeting.
Samples of the 5/8” plywood used in the Toy
Project will be available at the December
meeting. Be sureto pick up these suppliesif you
plan to enter the contest.

Guidelinesfor Entering
Competition is open to HCF members
only
Toy must be built after June 1, 2004
Primary materials of construction are
5/ 8" plywood and/ or nominal 2” thick
construction grade lumber. Other
materials may be added as minor
components in the design.

A design drawing and a list of materials
must accompany submissions.
Judging to be at the January 19, 2005
HCF meeting.

Judging Areas
Design
Finish
Workmanship
Attractiveness and Proportion
Durability
Safety
Adaptable to production (ease to produce
25-50)

Toy Project Committee

Recently the four “Shop Hosts” and | met
with our friend, Jim Peck, with the
Lutheran Disabilities Ministry. We viewed
and discussed the toys the “LDM” asks us
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to provide for their campers next summer.
As we did last year, our shops will provide
them with wooden cut-outs sufficient for
the camp members to assemble three
different designs for a total of 780 items
during their summer camp. These items
will be in keeping with their religious camp
theme. Last summer a group of us were
invited to their camp to witness their
assembly skills and share their lunch. We
saw how the Home Craftsmen Forum efforts
excelled in the enthusiasm of these
campers.

Bob Smith

VP of Charitable Activities

*k*

Toy Shop Hosts

Sam Phillips, 317-881-3001, South, Tuesday
night

Dick Brown, 317-546-3991, Northeast, Tuesday
night

Don Melloy, 317-849-3222, North, Tuesday
morning

Norm Cunningham, 317-856-5957, Southwest,
Wednesday morning

Gary Lucas, 317-634-4010, Central, Thursday
night

Dennis Maddox, 317-773-6794

Video Tape Library

The videotape library is available at all
meetings. This is a free service to
members. You are encouraged to make
use of this valuable service. Please
return videotapes at the next month's
meeting. This allows others to enjoy
this service too.

A complete list of videotape titles is
available on our website. A printed
catalogue is available for review at each
meeting.

Do you have videos that would be useful
for the library? ... .. Let us know.

If you have questions about the video
library, contact Bob Beckerich at 253-
8771.

*k*

Shows and Special Events

Saturday Workshop Practices Queen Anne Style

Leg Making

There probably won't be any heirlooms

among them but the cabriole legs we

worked on at Westfield High School's shop

made good practice for some future

heirlooms. Each of us band sawed a set of

leg blanks and aprons for his table (or just
traced the
patterns to finish
later), then spent
some time with

spindle sander,
rasps, and spoke
shaves putting

some shape to the
legs. Three o'clock
came quickly and,
agreeing that we
had all made a
good start, we
went back to our

blank mounted in the vice, finish the shaping

uses his spoke shave to and add a

smooth acurve. tabletop. Thanks
goes to our member Jim Dupler of Carter
Lee Lumber, who made the project possible
by arranging to purchase the lumber, and
then donating his break time to cut and
plane leg blanks for us. And to teacher
Doug Orahood, for opening his high school
shop room to us.

Bill Jones - Webmaster
* k%

Thisisapicture of Bob Smith and Don Melloy
staffing our booth at the Christmas Gift & Hobby
Show. The photo was submitted by Joe Miller.

www.homecraftsmenforum.com

Page3 of 5




A Woodworkers Night Before Christmas

‘Twas the night before Christmas A bundle of tools All the toys that the children

And all through the shop, He had tucked in his sack, Were waiting to get,

Not aworker was stirring, With a Japanese saw Were finished and wrapped
All projects were stopped. Sticking out of the back. (though the paint was still wet).

The chisels were left On hisface hewore goggles  |There were jacks made from walnut
By the whetstone with care, And adust mask fit tightly, And dolls made of yew,
In hopes that the elves His cheeks were like rosewood And an ash rocking horse
Would come sharpen them there. His hearing shot dlightly. With itstail painted blue.

The tools were all nestled His skills were the sharpest A set of birch soldiers

And snug where they lay, And best in the land, All carved from onelog,
While visions of wood shavings And he still had 5 fingers And even a hand turned
Danced on each blade. On each of his hands. Oak ball for the dog.

Then up in the wood loft Then quick as a chainsaw Then the kindly crew tidied
There came such a clatter, His staunch helpers came, And swept every crack,
The whole building shook And he hooted and hollered  |And St. Woodchuck thanked them

From the weight of the matter. And hailed them by name. While stretching his back.

And there on the creaky “Now Router, now Ruler, Then he jumped in his stout sleigh

Tin roof did appear, Now Hammer and Bitbrace; And let out ayell,
A fine handmade sleigh On Shaper, on Scrollsaw And they roared from that shop
Drawn by ten dusty deer. On Jackplane and Compass’. At the tone of the bell.
With a sparkly eyed craftsmen All ran to the workbench But these words he exclaimed
As spry as abuck, And leapt to his call, As they vanished from sight:
Who went by the nickname “Now get to work, get to work, “Merry Christmasto all —
Of “Old Saint Woodchuck.” Get towork al!” That’ s enough for one night!”
He was dressed all in suede So they dulled not an edge
From his cap to his shoe, But cut straight to their task,
And his clotheswere all covered And sawed, planed, pounded
With sawdust and glue. And scraped till, at last, | wish | could take credit for
penning this classic. All | know
isit was written by Henry from
Kingston.
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A Note from the Editor

It has been an honor and privilege to serve as the Home Craftsmen Forum Newsletter
Editor this past year. | want to extend special thanks to Nan for teaching me the ropes
and showing so much patience. | would also like to thank the Board of Directors for
making me feel welcome, not only as the newsletter editor, but also as a new member.
In the year that I've been a member I've learned so much and have met many new
friends. | look forward to seeing each of you at the monthly meetings and working with
you to help grow our club.

Ed Kelly will be taking over as Newsletter Editor effective with the January 2005 issue.
Please show Ed the kindness that you have me.

Jerry Sowers
Newsdl etter Editor
newslettereditor@homecraftsmenforum.com

DEADLINE FOR JANUARY NEWSLETTER IS DECEMBER 25.

Map to the Meeting |::>

1201 E. 38th Street, Indianapolis Indiana
Center for Agricultural Science and State
Heritage, 2"d Floor meeting room. Fairgrounds

This is the large white restored dairy
barn across from the State Fair
Grounds. Enter the parking lot on
Coliseum Ave. The entrance to the
building is on the south side, facing
away from the street. There are stairs
and an elevator to the second floor.
There will be signs at the door directing
you to the meeting room.

http:/ / www.centerforag.com/

Home Craftsmen Forum Web Page: www.homecraftsmenforum.com
You can contact our webmaster, Bill Jones, at webmaster @homecraftsmenforum.com

Home Craftsmen Forum
A membership organization having as it sole object the presentation of educational programs
and demonstrations of machines, tools, and processes adaptable for use in the home workshop.
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