January 2004 Newdetter
OFFICERS
President: Tom Meeker, 578-8300.
president @homecraftsmenforum.com

Vice-President: Dave Gootee, 862-9046.
vicepresident @homecraftsmenforum.com

Secretary: Nan Schulte, 899-0358.
secretary @homecraftsmenforum.com

Treasurer: Bob Shaw, 849-5223.
treasurer @homecraftsmenforum.com

January Meeting

Art Willing — Little Old Storytelling Cabinetmaker.

When: Wednesday, January 21, 2004 Time: 7:00 p.m.

Where: Environmental Management Institute, Inc, Training Room.
5610 Crawfordsville Rd., Suite 15, Speedway (See page 8 for a map)

H ow does one combine storytellingand cabinetmaking? Comelisten to
Art Willingon January 21* and find out!!'!

Our speaker for this month is Art
Willing. Art has been a woodworker of
50+ years. Along the woodworking road
of life, he also picked up the skills of
storytelling. He has combined these two
talents into one and travels to do
programs educating people about old-
time woodworking skills while
entertaining them with stories. His
audiences have ranged from school
groups to the Indiana State Fair to his
own half hour program THE ART OF
STORYTELLING on Multimedia cable TV
since 1995.

Art weaves tales that both entertain and educate the listener. Interwoven with the
stories he demonstrates replicas of pioneer wooden toys that he has fashioned after
real toys of the past. Art uses tools and artifacts from the past to illustrate and tie his
stories to everyday life. He also demonstrates the art of cabinetmaking from the past
using 18t and 19t century tools.
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New Members

Welcome to Jerry Gaydos and David
Allstatt, who joined HCF in December. We
hope you enjoy your time with us.
* k%

President’s Letter

Dear Members,

Is it time to change our club’s name? | have
been working on a proposal to incorporate the
club as a non-profit educational and charitable
organization which | hope will be ready to
present in February. As we consider
incorporating the club, we should ask ourselves
if it is appropriate to consider changing the club
name. This is a difficult question. The Home
Craftsmen Forum name has a long history in
Indianapolis. But we are not the same club that
started in 1948, we have become a
woodworking club. Whenever we describe the
club we say "it's a woodworking group". The
Home Craftsmen Forum’'s toy project has
received a lot of good publicity recently with the
newspaper article about Sam Phillip’s shop and
Don Melloy's shop being on TV.Both

the newspaper article and TV appearance
described us as "woodworkers" with our name
buried in the stories.

Changing a name is a difficult thing to do. There
is no right or wrong answer to the question
regarding the club name. We have been
successful in the past promoting the club. But
marketing and promoting the club might be
easier with "woodworking" in the club name. The
bottom line is what nhame do we want to be
known by? If we want to change our name, the
best time to do it is when we incorporate. | raise
the issue of changing the name now, so you can
begin thinking about it. Please let me or other
board members know what you think about the
club’s name.
Tom Meeker
President

* k%
New! HCF Members' Opinion Page
This spring, the board will be considering some
significant changes to the way HCF operates, and
members input will play an important part in the
decisions the board makes. Beginning now, | will
publish member letters expressing opinions
regarding the future of the organization and the
programs we present. Letters will be accepted from
paid-up members. Unless you request an
anonymous listing, your name will be included with
your letter, and names of anonymous writers will
only be known by the board. E-mail your
comments to
webmaster@homecraftsmenforum.com. Include the
phrase "opinion page" in your title.

* Kk *

Treasurer’s Report - Bob Shaw

Cash in Bank, 11/21/03 $7,760.21
Inflows

Membership Dues $40.00
Donations 0.00
Drawings 10.00
Outflows

Toy Project $32.17
Newsletter 51.34
Marc Adams Class 4 500.00
Cash in Bank, 11/21/03 $3,226.70

*k*

Committee Meetings

Program Committee

January 21, 2004 at 6:00 in the Training
Room at Environmental Management
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Institute. (Same locations as where our
monthly club meeting is held.) Meeting is
for the hour before our monthly club
meeting. Chairman: Dave Gootee.
Volunteers are needed to help put on the
programs. Consider volunteering. All
members are invited and encouraged to
attend.

Executive Committee

January 7 and January 28 at 7:00 at Tom
Meeker’s house.

** %

Website News

- Bill Jones

Darrell has published the final totals from
the toy shops. Congratulations to everyone
who had a part, and thanks to Darrell for
his oversight.

The January Woodworking Show is the next
event on the schedule. If you're planning to
attend or to volunteer to work the club's
booth, check the website for show details.
The volunteer schedule is already up.
Check back regularly for new information.

* k%
Newsletter Editor Wanted
Dear Members,
| functioned as your Newsletter Editor for year
and then in August 2003 took on the duties of
Secretary, too. This has proven to be too large
a task for me to handle alone. We need
someone to step forward and fill the position of
newsletter editor so | can more effectively deal
with the other responsibilities of being Secretary.

What does the newsletter editor do? That
person takes all the various articles written for
the newsletter and puts them together to make a
newsletter then adds the appropriate pictures
and sends it out to the membership by the 1% of
each month. The editor does not write the
articles (unless they want to do a special article
themselves).

At the present time, | am writing most of the
articles and doing the compiling, printing,
stamping, and sending. This is not a good thing
for the club long term because everything is
vested in one person. My tenure as Secretary
will end in August 2004 and with it will end my

newsletter duties. If we start now with teaching
several people to do this work, we can make
sure the club has a quality newsletter for years
to come. Won't you please volunteer for a
couple of months as newsletter editor? | would
like to get three people to each agree to take 3
months this next year.

Please think about it and see me at the January
meeting or call me (899-0358) or e-mail me
(nanogram@comcast.net) and we can discuss
your involvement.

Thank you.

Nan Schulte

Secretary and Newsletter editor.
* k%

HCF Toy Project

A sampling of the toys made in 2003.

The Toy Project completed another
successful year in 2003. Darrell
McConnell, our resident ‘head elf,” finished
out his many year tenure as leader of this
community service aspect of our club with
another great year. On December 13, a
crew of HCF members met at Automatic
Pool Covers in Fishers to sort, pack, and
load for distribution the wooden products of
many club members’ labors. 1607 toys
were sorted and packed that day for
distribution.

In addition to those toys distributed, the
following toys and projects were also
completed:

320 kits for Lutheran Disabilities

Ministries.

100 toys for display and gifts.
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17 doll houses with 5 rooms of furniture
each (510 pieces of furniture).
Giving a grand total of 2537 toys for 2003.

HCF Volunteers for Pick and Pack Day on
December 13.

Toy Project in the News

On December 9, the Indianapolis Star ran a
feature on HCF's toy making efforts.
Several members were interviewed and a
camera crew visited Sam Phillips workshop
while it was in action making toys. If you
missed the article, look for a copy at our
club meeting. To Sam and his crew of
workers, you all looked great in the pictures
and are a credit to our club.

On December 17, Don Melloy’s toy making
shop was featured in an interview by
TreeBoy on Eye Witness News Sunrise on
Indianapolis Channel 13, WTHR. Don and
crew were up early to make the show and
did a great job representing what our club
is about. If anyone was able to video tape
their segment, please bring it to the club
meeting for everyone to view.

L eader needed for the 2004 Toy Project ! ! !

Darrell McConnell is retiring as the Toy
Project leader. Please consider lending your
leadership to this very special program.
Please contact Tom Meeker (578-8300,
timeeker @comcast.net) or Nan Schulte
(899-0358, nanogram@comcast.net) if you
are willing to help fill this vital role in our
club. The 2004 program will start in
February and we need a leader to step
forward.

* k%

Toy Shop Hosts

Sam Phillips, 317-881-3001, South, Tuesday
night

Dick Brown, 317-546-3991, Northeast, Tuesday
night

Don Melloy, 317-849-3222, North, Tuesday
morning

Norm Cunningham, 317-856-5957, Southwest,
Wednesday morning

*k*

Club Directory
The new club directory will be available in
January. In mid-January, it will be e-
mailed to those with e-mail addresses on
file with the club. Paper copies will be
available at the January and February club
meetings for those that wish a paper copy
or who do not have e-mail service.

*k%x
The Club’s “Special Thanks to You”
Automatic Pool Covers — A thank you to
Automatic Pool Covers of Fishers, IN for
their on-going support of our club and
specifically of our Toy Project. Mike
Shebek, owner of Automatic Pool Covers,
has opened the doors of his facility to our
club for many uses through the years. This
year, we held our August meeting on chain
saw carving there, every Tuesday night a
group of HCF members meets there to build
toys in APC's shop, and the sorting and
packing of all our toys was held in their
warehouse. Thank you to all the folks at
APC and specifically to Mike.
http:/ / www.apcmidwest.com.
Volunteers at Pick and Pack for HCF Toy
Project — Thank you to all those that helped
haul the toys from storage to APC and to
those that sorted and packed all those toys.
Volunteers who delivered toys —-Thank you
to those that delivered our toys to 16

agencies in the Indianapolis area.
* k%

Win a %" Router Bit Set

Woodline Arizona donated a 24-piece router
bit set valued at $89. Come to the January
meeting to learn how you can win this
handsome prize.

* k%
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Shows and Special Events

Volunteers Needed for January Show

Submitted by Bill Jones

Starting in 2003, Home Craftsmen Forum
is represented in three trade shows each
year. (The Woodworking Show, Woodworks,
and the Christmas Gift & Hobby Show.) In
each show, the group is given free booth
space to promote club activities and find
new members. It's a valuable gift from the
shows' organizers. The third show is coming
up in January, and when it's over, | will
have coordinated each of the three shows,
taking up where Bob Shaw left off last year.
In addition to calling for volunteers to man
the booth, I'd like to find three men willing
to work with me to organize one each of the
three shows. | want to be able to pass on
what we've learned from one year to the
next and have a group of people available
who know how it's done. It isn't a
demanding job and there are some perks
that come with it. The biggest part of it is
keeping everyone aware of what their part
is. If you're interested in helping out, e-mail
me at events@homecraftsmenforum.com or
catch me at a meeting.

For the new members, and those who
haven't worked a booth, members who work
the club's booth (for two or three hour
shifts) get free admission to the show for
the day. At the booth, members greet
passer-by's and introduce the club and
what we're all about. In the past, we've
displayed members' projects and the club's
toy project. We pass out club fliers and
point out special events the club sponsors.
This show, we'd like to organize some
hands-on demonstrations that draw
interest to the booth. I'm calling for
volunteers. The show runs from noon on
Friday, January 23 to Sunday, January 25,
when it closes at four pm. If you're
interested in volunteering, the schedule is
on our web site
(http:/ / www.homecraftsmenforum.com),
where you can sign up by e-mail, or the list
will be passed around at the January
meeting.

Frank Miller L umber Tour

HCF has been invited to tour Frank Miller
Lumber in Union City, Indiana. A date is
being set up sometime in February. We will
tour the saw mill and have a special 25%
offer on anything in their showroom that
day. Look for more information and a sign
up sheet at the January meeting.

Marc Adams Class Dec 12 — 14, 2003

Submitted by Jim Pate,

December 12, sixteen members of the HCF
met at the Marc Adams School of
Woodworking for a three day course in
“Basic  Woodworking and Furniture
Construction”. The purpose of these three
days was to construct a small oak side
table designed in the Maloof style. The
construction of this table depended upon
significant amounts of both machine and
hand work. As is customary in a Marc
Adams course, the project work was
supplemented by instruction in the theory
of effective furniture construction and
design. Marc is also a strong believer in
teaching some of the manual techniques
(such as the hand cutting of dovetails) that
are important in the building of fine
furniture.

The three days went quickly, with the first
day devoted to constructing and shaping
the leg assemblies of the table. Success
was measured by the gluing the first pair of
legs to the central column. Day Two
focused on finishing the leg assembly and
gluing up the top. Final sanding and
shaping combined with attaching the top
occupied the final day.

The lecture portion of the course discussed
several aspects of furniture design. Topics
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