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J uly  Meet ing 
 

An Even i ng wi t h  Don Weber  – “ The Bodger ”  
A pi cn i c di nner  and lect ure at  Am er i can  Sycam ore. 

 

 When:  Fr iday, Ju ly 23, 2004 Time:  5:00 p.m. picnic star ts  (Cost  $6) 
 (NOTE:  Meet ing is on Fr i day  6:30 p.m. business meet ing 
   NOT Wednesday.) 7:00 p.m. Don Weber presentat ion 
    
 Where: Amer ican Sycamore Woodworkers Retreat  

  7559 East , County Road 950 Sou th, Cloverdale, Indiana 
  (See page 5 for  a map) 

 
Our speaker  is Don Weber.  Don descr ibes h imself 
as a Bodger.*  Don specializes in bu ilding English 
and Welsh style st ick  chairs, pole lathe work , and 
blacksmith ing ou t  of h is workshop in Paint  Lick , 
Kentucky.  Don has been featu red in Popu lar 
Woodwork ing (Apr il 2004) and on PBS’s The 
Woodwr ight ’s Shop with Roy Underhil l (September 
2003).  Don advocates the t radit ional methods of 
work ing wood which he teaches in classes at  h is 
workshop or  in  t raveling demonstrat ions.  You  can 
visit  h is website and learn abou t h im at  

www.handcraftwoodworks.com.  
 
Come learn abou t t radit ional methods of work ing wood.  Enjoy a picnic dinner  with 
fellow woodworkers.  Tour  Amer ican Sycamore Woodworker ’s Retreat  in  Cloverdale 
and learn abou t the oppor tunit ies they offer  for  expanding your  woodwork ing sk il ls.   
 
*Bodgers, mostly located in Britain, were highly skilled itinerant wood-turners in the 19th century.  They 
cut timber and converted it into chair legs by turning it on a pole lathe.  Their equipment was so easy to 
move and set up that it was easier to go to the timber and work it there than to transport it to a workshop.   
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New Mem bers  
Welcome to Rob Soller  who joined HCF 
in June.  We hope you  enjoy your  t ime 
with us. 

***  
Treasurer ’s Repor t  - Bob Shaw 
Cash in  Bank , 4/ 21/ 04 $3,468.26 
Inflows 
Members at tending $20.00 
Ou tflows 
Membership Expenses $(2.59) 
Picnic Expense (net) (258.00) 
Pr in t ing  (4.89) 
Receivables (20.00) 0.00 
Net In flow $(265.48) 
Cash  i n  Bank , 5/ 24/ 04  $3,202.78 
 
 
Pi cn i c Meet ing “ By  t he Num bers”  
 
Membership Dues 34 
Guests of members at tending 24 
Meals sold 56 
Guests from char it ies receiving toys 0 
Past  speakers 0 
Meals pu rchased 75 
Average cost / member at tending $7.15 
 

***  
Club Business 
Just  a fr iendly reminder  that  the next 
club meet ing will be Fr iday, Ju ly 23 at  
the Amer ican Sycamore Woodworkers 
Retreat  in  Cloverdale. For  more 
informat ion see the Ju ly meet ing 
sect ion on page 1 or  the map on the last  
page of th is newslet ter . 

* **  
 
Com m i t t ee Meet i ngs &  News 
Program Committee 
A new program commit tee needs to be 
formed under  the Vice-President  Elect , 
Bil l Dick inson.  Please contact  Bil l to 
volunteer .  wedjld@aol.com or  call 326-
4539. 

Executive Committee 
The next  meet ing is June 30, 7:00 p.m. 
at  Tom Meeker ’s house.  

* **  
Toy  Shop Host s 
Sam Phillips, 317-881-3001, South, Tuesday 
night 
Dick Brown, 317-546-3991, Northeast, Tuesday 
night 
Don Melloy, 317-849-3222, North, Tuesday 
morning 
Norm Cunningham, 317-856-5957, Southwest, 
Wednesday morning 
New Toy Shops Starting. Contact these 
members to help organize new shops: 
Gary Lucas, 317-634-4010 
Dennis Maddox, 317-773-6794 
Ron Stubbert, 317-889-5082 
 

***  
Vi deo Tape Li brary  
The videotape library is available at  all  
meet ings. This is a free service to 
members. You  are encouraged to make 
use of th is valuable service.  Please 
retu rn videotapes at  the next  month©s 
meet ing.  This allows others to enjoy 
th is service too.  
A complete l ist  of videotape t it les is 
available on our  website.  A pr inted 
catalogue is available for  review at  each 
meet ing. 
Do you  have videos that  wou ld be usefu l 
for  the library? . . . . . Let  us know.  
If you  have quest ions abou t the video 
library, contact  Bob Becker ich at  253-
8771. 

***  
News f rom  t he Webm ast er  
Editor’s Note: As you  will see later  in  the 
newslet ter , Bil l Jones was honored for 
h is ou tstanding work  on the club 
website. Please visit  it  soon (and often) 
to see the changes that  he has made. 

***  
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The Club’s “ Special  Thank s t o You”  
American Sycamore Woodworkers 
Retreat – For  mak ing arrangements for  
HCF to have a special presentat ion by 
Don Weber and donat ing the use of 
their  facil ity for  that  presentat ion.  
Thank  you  Mike and Dana.   

* **  
Schedule of  Meet i ngs 
 
 
 

 

What  can YOU bui ld  
wi t h  a 2” x4”  x  8’? 

August  18, 2004 
Pick  up a flyer  at  the May meet ing with 
fu ll details on th is contest .   
Ru les 
1. Contest  is open to members of Home 

Craftsmen Forum. 
2. You can submit  mu lt iple entr ies. 
3. Project  must  be made from one stud grade 2” 

x 4” x 8’ (pine, fir , etc.) sur faced to 1 ½” x 3 
½” (no buying larger  and cu t t ing down to the 
2 x 4 size).   

4. All wooden pieces for  the project  must  come 
from the same 2” x 4” x 8” piece.  (No mak ing 
approximately the same board feet  from 
mult iple 2x4s.) 

5. Any fasteners, hardware, glue, fin ish, wood 
fi l ler , etc commonly used in  woodwork ing 
may be used on the project  bu t  no addit ional 
wood or  psuedo-wood of any k ind may be 
added to the project .  Examples:  no plywood, 
veneers, plast ic laminates made to look l ike 
wood, etc. 

6. Other  mater ials besides wood may be 
incorporated in  the project  provided they are 
a minor  component  and do not  violate ru le 5.  
Examples:  glass, cloth, felt , etc. 

7. Each par t icipant  wil l have up to 8 minu tes to 
talk  about  their  project  submission and its 
design, construct ion, etc., before the judging. 

8. Judging wil l be by HCF membership vote.  
Each member  in  good standing in  at tendance 
at  the August  18, 2004 meet ing wil l be 
issued one vote token.  After  the par t icipant  
talks are over , the membership wil l have 20 
minu tes to examine the projects and talk  to 
the par t icipants before the votes are counted.  
Vot ing wil l be by placing your  vote token in  

the container  in  front  of the project  that  you  
are vot ing for .     

Coordinators:  Dick  Ell is and Nan 
Schu lte 

 

 
 

* **  
Last  Mont h ’s Meet i ng Sum m ary  
J une 16, 2004 
It  was club picnic t ime at  Camp Belzer .  
Due to weather  condit ions, the dinner  
moved indoors to the new bu ilding at  
the Boy Scou t Camp.  For  many of us, 
th is was our  first  tou r  through th is 
wonderfu l bu ilding.  They housed us in  
a spacious room with a stone fireplace.  
Enter tainment at  the beginning of the 
evening was by the Dixieland sect ion of 
the Boy Scou t Band.  Their  rousing and 
toe tapping music may have kept  the 
conversat ions down for  awhile bu t  it  
brought the spir its up to l isten to them.  
Dinner  was by Jugs Cater ing. 
 
Dave Gootee, Vice-President , ran the 
business meet ing.  He gave a recap of 
the programs and events for  the club 
over  the last  12 months.  Programs 
included Ar t  Will ing on storytell ing and 
carving, ant ique hand tool collect ing 
and use, ou r  first  woodworkers 
rummage sale, Project  Focus, etc.  A 
run down on the Toy Project  numbers 
for  last  year  (~2500 toys) was given 
along with test imony from Dave as to 
how wonderfu l it  is to be a recipient  
organizat ion of ou r  toys – Dave works 

 
Have you  heard that  ou r  Ju ly 
meet ing has changed dates and 
locat ion?? It ’s going to be Fr iday, 
Ju ly 23 at  the Amer ican Sycamore 
Woodworkers Retreat  in  Cloverdale. 
The picnic star ts at  5:00 (cost  is $6) 
and the business meet ing star ts at  
6:30. 
 

“ 2 x  4”  Cont est  
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for  Stone Belt , the newest addit ion to 
our  toy project  recipients l ist .  Major  
events included passing of the new 
bylaws and vot ing to incorporate. 
The high point  of the evening was the 
awarding of the club recognit ion 
awards.   
Fred St aggs – President ’s Gold Award – 
for  h is work  in establish ing the Toy 
Project  in  the format that  we now know 
it  and for  serving as the first  HCF Toy 
Project  Coordinator .  (not  present at 
picnic) 
Dar rel l  McConnel l  – President ’s Gold 
Award – for  serving as Toy Project  
Coordinator  from 1999 – 2003.  Darrell, 
much to h is embarrassment, received a 
spontaneous standing ovat ion from the 
membership in recognit ion and 
appreciat ion of h is effor ts in  th is area. 
Bi l l  J ones – Special Recognit ion Award 
– for  tak ing the club website up another  

notch as an effect ive communicat ion 
tool for  the club.   
Nan  Schul t e – Special Recognit ion 
Award – for  her  effor ts in  improving the 
club newslet ter .  Nan also received a 
standing ovat ion.   
The program ended with a recap of the 
officer  elect ion resu lts and a reminder  
that  the club was st i l l  searching for  a 
candidate to fi l l  the secretary’s office.  
Please contact  Tom Meeker  if you  are 
interested in serving as Secretary. 
 
President  Elect  – Tom Meeker  
Vide-President  Elect  – Bil l Dick inson 
Treasurer  Elect  – Bob Shaw 
Secretary Elect  – Vacant 
 
Jerry Sowers Nan Schulte 
Newsletter Editor HCF Secretary 
newslet tereditor@homecraftsmenforum.com 
secretary@homecraftsmenforum.com 

 
DEADLINE FOR AUGUST NEWSLETTER IS J ULY 24. 

 
 

 

Sam and George are framing a house, George notices Sam throwing away about every second nail, 

" What are you doing?" he asks. 

" The heads are on the wrong end," Sam replies. 

" You idiot, save them for the other side," George retorts. 
 

A local construction company needed to hire another worker, two applicants had written an aptitude 
test and the foreman was informing the second person that the first person would be hired. 

" There was ten questions, we both answered nine right, how come he got the job? " the applicant 
asked. 

" Well." the foreman replied, " You both missed number five, but he answered, I don't Know, you 
answered, Neither do I." 
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Fr i day  - J uly  23, Amer ican Sycamore Woodworkers Retreat  - Cloverdale 
 
 

 
Map t o t he Meet i ng 
 
(Note:  Due to br idge 
reconstruct ion, the 
direct ions have changed for  
how to get  to Amer ican 
Sycamore.) 
 
- Take exit  41 off in terstate 
70.  
- Take State Road 231 
sou th from the exit  through 
downtown Cloverdale to 
State Road 42.   
- Turn left  (east) onto State 
Road 42.  Do NOT follow 
the Detour  sign for  the road 
construct ion.  
- Cont inue east  on SR 42 to the construct ion barr icade at  Mill Creek  Br idge.   
- Turn left  onto County Road 675 which is at  the barr icade.  There shou ld be an 
Amer ican Sycamore sign posted at  the barr icade. 
- Cont inue on CR 675 to a T, which is County Road 1000.  Tu rn r ight  onto CR1000. 
- Follow CR1000 t i l l  i t  ends in a T at  County Road 775 E.   
- Turn left  on 775 E. 
- 775 eventually tu rns into a gravel road. Cont inue a half a mile on the gravel and you  
will see Amer ican Sycamore on your  r ight . 
 
Park i ng i s l im i t ed.  Please car  pool .   
 
 

Home Craftsmen Forum Web Page:  www.homecraftsmenforum.com 
You can contact  ou r  webmaster , Bil l Jones, at  webmaster@homecraftsmenforum.com  
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