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May Meet i ng 
 

Project  Focus 2004 – Mem ber  Woodwork ing Cont est   
Busi ness Meet i ng – By laws, Incorporat i on , Of f i cer  Elect i ons 

 
When:  Wednesday, May 19, 2004         Time:  7:00 p.m. 

  

Where:  Cent er  for  Agr i cul t ur al  Sci ence and Her i t age,                  
 1201 E. 38 t h  St ., I ndi anapol i s.  2nd floor meet ing r oom.     
  (See page 7 for  map and direct ions.) 

 
Project  Focus is a fr iendly compet it ion among HCF members that  is held each year  at  
t he May meet ing.  Outside judges are brought  in t o look  over  our projects and decide 
the winners in each category.  Pr izes are awar d.  Spontaneou s mentor ing, explain ing, 
and technique descr ipt ions to fel low members are encour aged.  Show your  sk i lls.  
Share with your  fel low woodwor ker s.  Have fu n. 

Categor ies 
- New Member s (2 years or  less) 
- Fur nit ure 
- Scr oll Sawn Projects 
- Toys 
- Tur nings 
- Miscellaneous  
 
Judging Areas (Rated 1 t o 10) 
- Design 
- Workmanship 
- Mater ial Choice 
- Qualit y of Fin ish 
- At tent ion to Detail  
- At tract iveness and Proport ion  
- Degree of Difficu lty 

Pr izes 
- First  Pr ize:   $25 (1) per  categor y 
- Second Pr ize:   $15 (1) per  categor y 
- Third Pr ize:   $10 (1) per  categor y 
 
Gu idelines 
- Compet it ion is open to HCF members 

only. 
- Member s may 

enter  as many 
categor ies as 
they wish. 

- Pr oject s must  
be bu ilt  after  
June 1, 2003. 

 

OOFFFFII CCEERRSS  
PPrr eessii ddeenn tt ::     TToomm   MMeeeekk eerr ,,   55 77 88 --88 33 00 00 ..  
  pprr eessii ddeenn tt @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   
  

VVii ccee--PPrr eessii ddeenn tt ::     DDaavvee  GGoooott eeee,,  88 66 22 --99 00 4466 ..   
  vv ii cceepprr eessii ddeenn tt @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   
  

SSeecc rr eett aarr yy ::     NNaann   SScchh uu ll tt ee,,   88 99 99 --00 33 55 88 ..   
  sseeccrr eett aarr yy @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   
  

TTrr eeaassuurr eerr ::     BBoobb  SShh aaww ,,   88 44 99 --55 22 22 33 ..  
  tt rr eeaassuurr eerr @@hh oomm eeccrr aaff tt ssmm eenn ff oorr uu mm ..ccoomm   

May 2004 Newsletter  
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Pr esi dent ’s Let t er  
Dear Members, 
During our meeting this month, we will be 
voting on the by-laws, incorporation, and 
possible name change. This vote is very 
important to the future of the club. Because 
of the importance of this vote, we need to 
have all members cast their vote. If you can’t 
be present at the May meeting, then you 
need to vote using the absentee ballot which 
you received at the April meeting or in the 
mail. I feel the by-laws and incorporation are 
important for us to pass. In the last few 
years, the club has been growing and 
currently has 121 members. We are also 
increasing our revenues. This year they will 
be over $3,000. As the club grows, the need 
for a formal organizational structure 
increases. I think there is a great future for 
our club and now is the time to put in a 
strong foundation by passing the by-laws 
and incorporating.  
 
Tom Meeker 
President 
 
Tr easur er ’s Repor t  - Bob Shaw 
Cash in  Bank , 3-21-04 $3,763.20 
Inflows 
Membersh ip Dues $20.00 
Toy Project  Donat ion 20.00 
Meet ing Collection  24.00 
Ou tflows 
Meet ing Expense $(45.00) 
Newslet ter (41.28) 
Misc. – Pr in t ing (4.40) 
Toy Project  (1.20) 
Net In flow $(27.88) 
Cash  in  Bank , 4 / 23/ 04  $3,735.32 
 

*** 
Club Busi ness 
Alternat ive Meet ing Locat ion – HCF is 
look ing at  alternat ive meet ing locat ions 
as we are outgr owing our  wonder fu l 
meet ing locat ion at  Environmental 
Management  Inst it ute.  This month’s 

meet ing is at  one such candidate 
locat ion – Center  for  Agr icu ltur al 
Science and Her itage.  This locat ion 
offers us plenty of park ing, a large 
meet ing area, and a sound system.  
Please fi ll out  an opinion sheet  after  the 
meet ing to give the Execut ive 
Commit tee your  input  on th is locat ion.  
If you  know of a candidate locat ion for  
the club to meet at , please contact  Dave 
Gootee or  Tom Meeker .   
Pr oposed Bylaws – Each member  
received a copy of t he pr oposed new 
bylaws in late Apr i l along with an 
absentee ballot .  Vot ing will  be at  the 
May meet ings.  If you  cannot  attend to 
cast  our  vote, please send your  
absentee ballot  to the Secretary, Nan 
Schu lte, for  receipt  by May 18.  Your  
absentee ballot  was distr ibu ted with the 
bylaws.  Your  vote is important .  Read 
the bylaws and vote. 
Officer  Elect ions – The annual vot ing for  
club officer s wil l be at the May meet ing.  
The Nominat ion commit tee has put  
forwar d the fol lowing slate: 

President  – Tom Meeker  
Vice-President  – Bil l Dick inson 
Treasurer  – Bob Shaw 
Secretary – no candidate named 
Webmaster  – Bil l Jones 
Newslet ter  Edit or  – Jer ry Sowers 

Nominat ions will also be accepted fr om 
the floor  at  the May meet ing.  
Nominat ions for  Secretary can be sent  
to a Nominat ion Commit tee member  
pr ior  t o the May meet ing.   
Nominat ion Commit tee Members 

Don Melloy, 317-849-3222 
dmelloy@wor ldnet .at t .net ) 
Don Claffey, 317-873-9628 
dclaffey@gibralt ardesign.com 
Dewey VanVoor his, 317-770-7216 
deweyv@at t .net  
Wes Baltzell, 317-271-2076 
jae@or i.net  
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Incorpor at ion  Vote – The May meet ing 
wil l be the membersh ip vote on the 
issue of incor porat ing our  club as a 
501(c)3 char itable/ educat ional 
organizat ion.  Please review the pros 
and cons of t h is change and come 
prepared to vote.  If you  cannot  at tend 
the May meet ing, please use the 
absentee ballot  included with t he 
proposed bylaw packet  al l member s 
received in late Apr i l  and send it  to t he 
Secretary, Nan Schu lte, so that  it  is 
received by May 18.   
Name Change for  our  Club – The May 
meet ing wil l have a vote on whether  t o 
change the club name.  If you  cannot  
attend the May meeting to vote on th is 
issue, please use the absentee ballot 
included with t he bylaw packet  all 
members received in late Apr i l and send 
it  to t he Secretary, Nan Schu lte, so that 
i t  is received by May 18.   

* **  
Com m i t t ee Meet ings & News 
Program Committee 
May 19, 6:30 p.m., is our next  meet ing 
at  Center for  Agr icu lt ural Science and 
Her itage -  - our  May meet ing locat ion.  
All  committee members please plan to 
attend.  Agenda – opt ions for  our  fall 
meet ings.  Report  on progress for  Ju ne 
– August  meet ings.   
Executive Committee 
Next  meet ing, May 5, 2004 at  7:00 p.m. 
at  Tom Meeker ’s house. 
WoodWorks Show Committee 
Meet ing on May 19 before t he monthly 
club meet ing.  Start ing at  6:15 p.m at 
Center  for Agr icu lt ural Science and 
Her itage.  Committee and non-
commit tee members are welcome to 
attend. 
Toy Project Committee  
I wou ld l ike to t hank everyone for  t heir  
cont inued support  of t h is year ’s toy 
project .  I apologize for  not  having all  
t he plans available for  the toys we 

displayed at  the Mar ch meet ing.  
Anyone who did NOT get  t he plans for  
the item they want  to bu ild can contact  
me by phone at  317-889-5082 (home) 
or  317-919-8036 (cell) or  by e-mail at  
rstubbert@comcast .net  and I will  make 
ar rangements to get  them to you .  
Happy toy bu ilding -  Ron  

** *  
Class on Bu ilding a Work  Bench 
Tom Meeker  will be conduct ing a class 
on bu ilding a work  bench th is summer . 
The goal of the class is t o teach basic 
wood work ing sk i lls and constru ct  a 
bench that  will  be a valued tool in your  
shop. It  is est imated that  the bench wil l 
cost  about  $75 plus t he cost  of the 
vises. The class wil l meet  about  4 t imes. 
In the first  class the bench wil l be 
designed. The second class will  bu ild 
the legs and discuss joiner y. The th ird 
class will  bu ild t he bench top. And the 
final class will  at t ach  the vises. The 
class wil l use the old wor k  bench 
donated to t he club as a model. Even if 
you  are a more accomplished 
woodworker , t h is class wou ld be a great  
opportunity to bu ild t he bench you ’ve 
always wanted. Please let  Tom know if 
you  are interested in the class. The 
class t ime and locat ion will  be 
deter mined when we know who and 
how many want  t o take the class. 

 
Old Wor k  Bench Given to Club 
Doug Or ahood, a shop teacher  at  
West field High School, learned of our  
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club at  t he January woodwork ing Show. 
He discovered that  at  one t ime we had 
meet ings at  Vonnegut  Hardware 
Company. His classroom shop had an 
ear ly woodwor ker ’s bench that  has the 
Vonnegut  Hardware car d st il l st apled on 
a cross br ace on the legs. It  has 2 
wooden screw vises and is in  reasonable 
condit ion. Doug donated the bench to 
t he club. If anyone in  the club has an 
idea of what  we can do with  t he bench, 
contact  Tom Meeker . 

*** 
News f r om  t he In t er n et  
Br and new in Apr i l , the club's message 
board is up and running on the Home 
Cr aftsmen Forum website 
(www.homecr aft smenfor um.com). 
Message boar ds are older  t han the 
Internet  itself. Computer  clubs were 
r unning message boar ds back in t he 
'70s when home computers first  came 
on the market . What  is our  message 
board for? Visit  it  t o ask  or  answer 
quest ions about  woodwor k ing. List  a 
t ool you  want  t o buy or  sell . Share a 
project  plan you 've designed. Send a 
message to other  members. Right  now, 
our  message boar d is unmoder ated and 
open to t he public. That  means that 
'anything goes' and might  appear  in 
messages. If t hat  becomes a problem, 
we can change it . By the way, it 's 
acceptable, and even a tr adit ion, t o use 
a handle, or  n ickname instead of your 
real name when you 're using  a message 
board. It 's up to you .  Log on and t ry it  
ou t . 
Submit ted by Bill  Jones, Webmaster  
Editor ’s Note: If you  haven’t  checked ou t 
t he website recent ly, I st rongly 
encour age you  to do so. Bil l has added 
a lot  of great  stu ff. 

* ** 
Vi deo Tape Li br ar y  
Many of t he clubs video tapes are long 
over due – some back  to last  September .  

Please make a special effor t  to locate 
your  over due tapes and return them at  
the May meet ing.   

** * 
Shows and Special  Event s 
HCF Class at  Amer ican Sycamore 
Woodworkers Ret reat , Cloverdale. 
Registration and fee due at May meeting.  
Contact  J im Pate (fromar d@aol.com or  
317-326-1271 or  at  the May meet ing) t o 
register  and pay your  fee. 

Ju ly 24 – 25 (Saturday and Sunday) 

Benches and St ool  Mak i ng  
wi t h  Don Weber  

   Regu lar  class fee $210.   
   SPECIAL HCF PRICE  $150 
Make one of t hese great  
benches/ stools dur ing 
your  class while using 
the drawknife and spoke 
shave to shape the legs 
from r ivens of wood.  

The 
benches 

and 
stools 

are made with  a th ick  
solid piece of wood, with 

legs that  show 
thru  tenons and 
are wedged at  the stool’s sur face.  While 
mak ing the stools and benches you  wil l 
lear n and get  a t aste of t he sk i lls used 
to bu ild chairs.   
 
Another  class opportu nit y fr om 
Amer ican Sycamore Woodworkers 
Ret reat , Cloverdale.   
Ju ly 26 – 31  
(Monday through Satur day) 
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Welsh St i ck  Chai r  Mak i ng wi t h  
Don Weber . 

    Regu lar  class fee $775   
    SPECIAL HCF PRICE $582 
Please call Amer ican Sycamore to 
register  for  t h is class.  [765-795-4044 
or  877-845-2666 (Toll Free)]  Tell  t hem 
you are a member  of HCF to get  your 
discount  pr ice.  See their  website or  t he 
poster  at  t he club meet ing for  more 
informat ion about  th is class and a 
picture of the chair  t o be made. 
h ttp:/ / www.amer icansycamoreretreat .com/  
 
Woodworks show – September  17 – 19, 
2004 at  Indiana State Fair grounds.  
This is a special opportunity for  HCF to 
have a combined booth and Toy Mak ing 
shop at  t he show.  We wil l showcase our 
t oy mak ing pr ogr am with an opt ion for 
t hose at tending the show to donate t o 
help us min ister  t o the toy needs of area 
children in need.  Woodworks has 
volunteered to get  t he stat ionar y 
equ ipment  we wou ld need there for  us.  
Sign  up for  t imes to work  on the club 
website start ing in May.  Ideas for  toys 
t o bu ild can be submitted to a 
commit tee member .   Commit tee 
members for  t h is are:  J im Pate, Nan 
Schu lte (chairman), Leroy Summers, 
Mar k  Townsend, and Pau l Wahlstr om.   

Make a smile – Make a Toy. 
* ** 

Schedule of  Meet i ngs 
June 16 – Annual HCF Picnic.   
6:00 Dinner  catered by Jugs  
(Fr ied Ch icken, glazed carr ots, deep 
fr ied biscu it  and apple but ter , and 
more) 
7:00 Pr ogr am 
Cost :  $10 per  per son 
Open to member s, their  famil ies, and 
guests.   
To sign up, con tact  Mark  Townsend  
(317-781-1422, town@indyweb.net ) 

Ju l y Meet i n g At  Am er i ca n  Syca m or e 
Wood w or k er ’ s Ret r ea t . Cl over d a le 
Ju ly 23rd (Fr iday)  
Picnic dinner  star ts at  5:00 p.m. and 
cont inues through the evening.  (brat s, 
hot  dogs, cold cuts, potato salad, et c)  
Business meet ing star ts at  6:30 p.m.  
Pr ogr am start s at  7:00 p.m. An  
Even ing wi t h  Don Weber , “ The 
Bodger ”  
You  must  sign u p and pay in advance 
($6 – covers cost  of picnic dinner ) for  
th is special meet ing. The sign u p sheet  
will  be passed at  meet ings.  Please pay 
your  $6 to Dave Gootee, pr ogr am 
coordinator .  
 
 
 
 

 

What  can YOU bui l d  
wi t h  a 2” x4”  x  8’? 

August  18, 2004 
Pick  up a flyer  at  the May meet ing with 
fu ll  details on th is contest .   
Ru les 
1. Contest is open to members of Home 

Craftsmen Forum. 
2. You  can submit  mu lt iple ent r ies. 
3. Project  mu st  be made from one stud grade 2” 

x 4” x 8’ (pine, fir , etc.) su rfaced to 1 ½” x 3 
½” (no buying larger and cu t t ing down to the 
2 x 4 size).   

4. All wooden  pieces for the project  must  come 
from the same 2” x 4” x 8” piece.  (No mak ing 
approximately the same board feet  from 
mu lt iple 2x4s.) 

5. Any fasteners, hardware, glue, fin ish , wood 
fil ler, etc commonly used in woodwork ing 
may be used on the project  bu t  no addit ional 
wood or psuedo-wood of any k ind may be 
added to the project .  Examples:  no plywood, 
veneers, plast ic laminates made to look like 
wood, etc. 

6. Other mater ials besides wood may be 
incorporated in the project  provided they are 
a minor component  and do not  violate ru le 5.  
Examples:  glass, cloth, felt , etc. 

“ 2 x  4”  Cont est  
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7. Each par t icipant  will have u p to 8 minu tes to 
talk  abou t their project su bmission and its 
design, const ru ct ion, etc., before the ju dging. 

8. Ju dging will be by HCF membership vote.  
Each member in good standing in  attendance 
at  the Augu st  18, 2004 meeting will be 
issued one vote token.  After  the part icipan t 
talks are over , the membership will have 20 
minu tes to examine the projects and talk  to 
the part icipants before the votes are counted.  
Voting will be by placing your  vote token in  
the container  in fron t of the project  that you  
are voting for .     

Coordinator s:  Dick  Ellis and Nan 
Schu lte 

* ** 
Last  Mont h ’s Meet i ng Sum m ar y  
Apr i l  21, 2004 
Members in At tendance:  53 
Visitors:  2 
Bu siness Meet ing 
A workbench was brought  in by Tom 
Meeker  and Tom offered to coordinate a 
group to get  t ogether  and each person 
bu ild one.  (Editor’s Note: see Tom’s 
art icle on page 3) 
Nan Schu lte gave a short  presentat ion 
on the status of WoodWor ks Show Toy 
Shop project  and showed a dr awing of 
t he booth/ shop plan that  will  be 
proposed to Show coor dinators.  
Volun teers to work  on or ganizing th is 
special project  were requested.  Contact 
Nan Schu lte to volunteer .   
An  overview of the upcoming pr ogr ams 
was given by member s of t he program 
commit tee.   
A computer  showing project s bu ilt  by 
other  clu bs in their  2 x 4 contest  was on 
display for  members t o view dur ing the 
meet ing. 
Copies of the proposed bylaws were 
dist r ibuted (members not  in at tendance 
wil l receive their  copy in t he mail) and 
the member ship was reminded that 
vot ing on the bylaws, incor por at ion, and 
name change will occur  at  the May 
meet ing.   

Don Melloy repor ted for  the Nominat ion 
Commit tee on the proposed slate for  the 
officer  elect ions in May.  (See page 2 in 
th is newsletter  for  fu l l  repor t .)  
Pr ogr am 
A Woodwor ker s Rummage Sale 
Merchandise covered the tables with 
everything from table saws to sand 
paper  being offered for  sale.  There were 
bar gains t o be had and deals t o be 
made.  Much merchandise changed 
hands and ever yone left  feeling that  
they had come out ahead in their  sales 
and pur chases.  Plus the dessert  table 
was well visited dur ing the course of the 
sale with the st rawberry punch bowl 
cake disappear ing ver y ear ly on and the 

cherr y double chocolate br ownies were 
not  t oo far  behind in their  disappear ing 
act .   
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