May 2004 Newdletter

OFFICERS
President: Tom Meeker, 578-8300.
president @homecraftsmenforum.com

Vice-President: Dave Gootee, 862-9046.
vicepresident @homecraftsmenforum.com

Secretary: Nan Schulte, 899-0358.
secretary @homecraftsmenforum.com

Treasurer: Bob Shaw, 849-5223.
treasurer @homecraftsmenforum.com

May Meeting
Project Focus 2004 — Member Woodworking Contest
Business Meeting — Bylaws, Incorporation, Officer Elections

When: Wednesday, May 19, 2004 Time: 7:00 p.m.

Where: Center for Agricultural Science and Heritage,
1201 E. 38th St., Indianapolis. 2nd floor meeting room.
(See page 7 for map and directions.)

Project Focus is a friendly competition among HCF members that is held each year at
the May meeting. Outside judges are brought in to look over our projects and decide
the winners in each category. Prizes are award. Spontaneous mentoring, explaining,
and technique descriptions to fellow members are encouraged. Show your skills.
Share with your fellow woodworkers. Have fun.

Categories Prizes

- New Members (2 years or less) - First Prize: $25 (1) per category

- Furniture - Second Prize: $15 (1) per category

- Scroll Sawn Projects - Third Prize: $10 (1) per category

- Toys

- Turnings Guidelines

- Miscellaneous - Competition is open to HCF members
only.

Judging Areas (Rated 1 to 10) - Members may

- Design enter as many

- Workmanship categories as

- Material Choice they wish.

- Quality of Finish - Projects must

- Attention to Detail be built after

- Attractiveness and Proportion June 1, 2003.

- Degree of Difficulty
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President’s Letter

Dear Members,

During our meeting this month, we will be
voting on the by-laws, incorporation, and
possible name change. This vote is very
important to the future of the club. Because
of the importance of this vote, we need to
have all members cast their vote. If you can’t
be present at the May meeting, then you
need to vote using the absentee ballot which
you received at the April meeting or in the
mail. | feel the by-laws and incorporation are
important for us to pass. In the last few
years, the club has been growing and
currently has 121 members. We are also
increasing our revenues. This year they will
be over $3,000. As the club grows, the need
for a formal organizational structure
increases. | think there is a great future for
our club and now is the time to put in a
strong foundation by passing the by-laws
and incorporating.

Tom Meeker
President

Treasurer’s Report - Bob Shaw

Cash in Bank, 3-21-04 $3,763.20
Inflows

Membership Dues $20.00
Toy Project Donation 20.00
Meeting Collection 24.00
Outflows

Meeting Expense $(45.00)
Newsletter (41.28)
Misc. — Printing (4.40)
Toy Project (1.20)
Net Inflow $(27.88)
Cash in Bank, 4/ 23/ 04 $3,735.32

* k%

Club Business

Alternative Meeting Location — HCF is
looking at alternative meeting locations
as we are outgrowing our wonderful
meeting location at Environmental
Management Institute. This month’s

meeting is at one such candidate
location — Center for Agricultural
Science and Heritage. This location
offers us plenty of parking, a large
meeting area, and a sound system.
Please fill out an opinion sheet after the
meeting to give the Executive
Committee your input on this location.
If you know of a candidate location for
the club to meet at, please contact Dave
Gootee or Tom Meeker.
Proposed Bylaws - Each member
received a copy of the proposed new
bylaws in late April along with an
absentee ballot. Voting will be at the
May meetings. If you cannot attend to
cast our vote, please send your
absentee ballot to the Secretary, Nan
Schulte, for receipt by May 18. Your
absentee ballot was distributed with the
bylaws. Your vote is important. Read
the bylaws and vote.
Officer Elections — The annual voting for
club officers will be at the May meeting.
The Nomination committee has put
forward the following slate:

President — Tom Meeker

Vice-President — Bill Dickinson

Treasurer — Bob Shaw

Secretary — no candidate named

Webmaster — Bill Jones

Newsletter Editor — Jerry Sowers
Nominations will also be accepted from
the floor at the May meeting.
Nominations for Secretary can be sent
to a Nomination Committee member
prior to the May meeting.
Nomination Committee Members

Don Melloy, 317-849-3222

dmelloy@worldnet.att.net)

Don Claffey, 317-873-9628

dclaffey@qgibraltardesign.com

Dewey VanVoorhis, 317-770-7216

deweyv@att.net

Wes Baltzell, 317-271-2076

jae@ori.net
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Incorporation Vote — The May meeting
will be the membership vote on the
issue of incorporating our club as a
501(c)3 charitable/ educational
organization. Please review the pros
and cons of this change and come
prepared to vote. If you cannot attend
the May meeting, please use the
absentee Dballot included with the
proposed bylaw packet all members
received in late April and send it to the
Secretary, Nan Schulte, so that it is
received by May 18.
Name Change for our Club — The May
meeting will have a vote on whether to
change the club name. If you cannot
attend the May meeting to vote on this
issue, please use the absentee ballot
included with the bylaw packet all
members received in late April and send
it to the Secretary, Nan Schulte, so that
it is received by May 18.

* %%
Committee Meetings & News
Program Committee
May 19, 6:30 p.m., is our next meeting
at Center for Agricultural Science and
Heritage - - our May meeting location.
All committee members please plan to
attend. Agenda - options for our fall
meetings. Report on progress for June
— August meetings.
Executive Committee
Next meeting, May 5, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.
at Tom Meeker’s house.
WoodWorks Show Committee
Meeting on May 19 before the monthly
club meeting. Starting at 6:15 p.m at
Center for Agricultural Science and
Heritage. Committee and non-
committee members are welcome to
attend.
Toy Project Committee
I would like to thank everyone for their
continued support of this year’s toy
project. | apologize for not having all
the plans available for the toys we

displayed at the March meeting.
Anyone who did NOT get the plans for
the item they want to build can contact
me by phone at 317-889-5082 (home)
or 317-919-8036 (cell) or by e-mail at
rstubbert@comcast.net and | will make
arrangements to get them to you.
Happy toy building - Ron
***

Class on Building a Work Bench

Tom Meeker will be conducting a class
on building a work bench this summer.
The goal of the class is to teach basic
wood working skills and construct a
bench that will be a valued tool in your
shop. It is estimated that the bench will
cost about $75 plus the cost of the
vises. The class will meet about 4 times.
In the first class the bench will be
designed. The second class will build
the legs and discuss joinery. The third
class will build the bench top. And the
final class will attach the vises. The
class will use the old work bench
donated to the club as a model. Even if
you are a more accomplished
woodworker, this class would be a great
opportunity to build the bench you've
always wanted. Please let Tom know if
you are interested in the class. The
class time and location will be
determined when we know who and
how many want to take the class.

Old Work Bench Given to Club
Doug Orahood, a shop teacher at
Westfield High School, learned of our
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club at the January woodworking Show.
He discovered that at one time we had
meetings at  Vonnegut Hardware
Company. His classroom shop had an
early woodworker’s bench that has the
Vonnegut Hardware card still stapled on
a cross brace on the legs. It has 2
wooden screw vises and is in reasonable
condition. Doug donated the bench to
the club. If anyone in the club has an
idea of what we can do with the bench,
contact Tom Meeker.

* %%
News from the Internet
Brand new in April, the club's message
board is up and running on the Home
Craftsmen Forum website
(www.homecraftsmenforum.com).
Message boards are older than the
Internet itself. Computer clubs were
running message boards back in the
'70s when home computers first came
on the market. What is our message
board for? Visit it to ask or answer
guestions about woodworking. List a
tool you want to buy or sell. Share a
project plan you've designed. Send a
message to other members. Right now,
our message board is unmoderated and
open to the public. That means that
‘anything goes' and might appear in
messages. If that becomes a problem,
we can change it. By the way, it's
acceptable, and even a tradition, to use
a handle, or nickname instead of your
real name when you're using a message
board. It's up to you. Log on and try it
out.
Submitted by Bill Jones, Webmaster
Editor’s Note: If you haven't checked out
the website recently, | strongly
encourage you to do so. Bill has added
a lot of great stuff.

* %%
Video Tape Library
Many of the clubs video tapes are long
overdue — some back to last September.

Please make a special effort to locate
vour overdue tapes and return them at
the May meeting.

**x %

Shows and Special Events
HCF Class at American Sycamore
Woodworkers Retreat, Cloverdale.
Registration and fee due at May meeting.
Contact Jim Pate (fromard@aol.com or
317-326-1271 or at the May meeting) to
register and pay your fee.

July 24 — 25 (Saturday and Sunday)

Benches and Stool Making

with Don Weber
Regular class fee $210.
SPECIAL HCF PRICE $150
Make one of these great
benches/ stools during
your class while using
the drawknife and spoke
shave to shape the legs
from rivens of wood.
The
benches
and
stools
are made with a thick
solid piece of wood, with

legs that show

thru tenons and

are wedged at the stool’s surface. While
making the stools and benches you will
learn and get a taste of the skills used
to build chairs.

opportunity from
Woodworkers

Another class
American Sycamore
Retreat, Cloverdale.
July 26 — 31

(Monday through Saturday)
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Welsh Stick Chair Making with
Don Weber.

Regular class fee $775

SPECIAL HCF PRICE $582
Please call American Sycamore to
register for this class. [765-795-4044
or 877-845-2666 (Toll Free)] Tell them
you are a member of HCF to get your
discount price. See their website or the
poster at the club meeting for more
information about this class and a
picture of the chair to be made.
http:/ / www.americansycamoreretreat.com/

Woodworks show — September 17 — 19,
2004 at Indiana State Fairgrounds.
This is a special opportunity for HCF to
have a combined booth and Toy Making
shop at the show. We will showcase our
toy making program with an option for
those attending the show to donate to
help us minister to the toy needs of area
children in need. Woodworks has
volunteered to get the stationary
equipment we would need there for us.
Sign up for times to work on the club
website starting in May. Ideas for toys
to build can be submitted to a
committee member. Committee
members for this are: Jim Pate, Nan
Schulte (chairman), Leroy Summers,
Mark Townsend, and Paul Wahlstrom.

Make a smile — Make a Toy.
* %%

Schedule of Meetings

June 16 — Annual HCF Picnic.

6:00 Dinner catered by Jugs

(Fried Chicken, glazed carrots, deep
fried biscuit and apple butter, and
more)

7:00 Program

Cost: $10 per person

Open to members, their families, and
guests.

To sign up, contact Mark Townsend
(317-781-1422, town@indyweb.net)

July Meeting At Am erican Sycam ore
Woodworker’sRetreat. Cloverdale
July 23rd (Friday)

Picnic dinner starts at 5:00 p.m. and
continues through the evening. (brats,
hot dogs, cold cuts, potato salad, etc)
Business meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.
Program starts at 7:00 p.m. An
Evening with Don Weber, “The
Bodger”

You must sign up and pay in advance
($6 — covers cost of picnic dinner) for
this special meeting. The sign up sheet
will be passed at meetings. Please pay
your $6 to Dave Gootee, program
coordinator.

What can YOU build
with a 2”"x4” x 8'?
August 18, 2004
Pick up a flyer at the May meeting with
full details on this contest.

Rules

1. Contest is open to members of Home
Craftsmen Forum.

2. You can submit multiple entries.

3. Project must be made from one stud grade 2"
X 4” x 8’ (pine, fir, etc.)surfaced to 1 2" x 3
%" (no buying larger and cutting down to the
2 X 4 size).

4. All wooden pieces for the project must come
from the same 2” x 4” x 8” piece. (No making
approximately the same board feet from
multiple 2x4s.)

5. Any fasteners, hardware, glue, finish, wood
filler, etc commonly used in woodworking
may be used on the project but no additional
wood or psuedo-wood of any kind may be
added to the project. Examples: no plywood,
veneers, plastic laminates made to look like
wood, etc.

6. Other materials besides wood may be
incorporated in the project provided they are
a minor component and do not violate rule 5.
Examples: glass, cloth, felt, etc.
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7. Each participant will have up to 8 minutes to
talk about their project submission and its
design, construction, etc., before the judging.

8. Judging will be by HCF membership vote.
Each member in good standing in attendance
at the August 18, 2004 meeting will be
issued one vote token. After the participant
talks are over, the membership will have 20
minutes to examine the projects and talk to
the participants before the votes are counted.
Voting will be by placing your vote token in
the container in front of the project that you
are voting for.

Coordinators: Dick Ellis and Nan
Schulte

* %%

Last Month’s Meeting Summary
April 21, 2004
Members in Attendance: 53
Visitors: 2
Business Meeting
A workbench was brought in by Tom
Meeker and Tom offered to coordinate a
group to get together and each person
build one. (Editor's Note: see Tom’s
article on page 3)
Nan Schulte gave a short presentation
on the status of WoodWorks Show Toy
Shop project and showed a drawing of
the booth/shop plan that will be
proposed to  Show coordinators.
Volunteers to work on organizing this
special project were requested. Contact
Nan Schulte to volunteer.
An overview of the upcoming programs
was given by members of the program
committee.
A computer showing projects built by
other clubs in their 2 x 4 contest was on
display for members to view during the
meeting.
Copies of the proposed bylaws were
distributed (members not in attendance
will receive their copy in the mail) and
the membership was reminded that
voting on the bylaws, incorporation, and
name change will occur at the May
meeting.

Don Melloy reported for the Nomination
Committee on the proposed slate for the
officer elections in May. (See page 2 in
this newsletter for full report.)

Program

A Woodworkers Rummage Sale
Merchandise covered the tables with
everything from table saws to sand
paper being offered for sale. There were
bargains to be had and deals to be
made. Much merchandise changed
hands and everyone left feeling that
they had come out ahead in their sales
and purchases. Plus the dessert table
was well visited during the course of the
sale with the strawberry punch bowl
cake disappearing very early on and the

cherry double chocolate brownies were
not too far behind in their disappearing
act.
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